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Professional Photography Week of October 10
Next week, Jordan Silverman, a professional photographer, will be taking
pictures in our classrooms. These photos will help us to create a fabulous
website and marketing materials to attract more students to the VCS
community. We are asking students, staff, and faculty to assist us by looking
their best all week. This means wearing solid, unbranded clothing without rips
or tears. We also ask for everyone’s full cooperation to ensure Jordan is able
to create a high number of useable photos. Thank you! Ann Janda, Director
of Marketing

New! Parent Alert via RenWeb
Parent Alert is a new feature in RenWeb that we will use for communication
purposes. In the event of an emergency, school closing or schedule change,
we will alert you with a text message, email, or voicemail. We are delighted to
keep all families informed with ease! Please look out for a test message from
the school in the coming week.

Research & Service Happenings – by Sophia Webb & Camille Bartsch
Mark’s Research and Service class, “The Changing Face of Vermont,” is
working with resettled Bhutanese refugees in Burlington every Friday.
Students have been challenged with teaching English to these new
Americans, ranging from those with a few English words to those with
absolutely none. On Wednesdays, this Research and Service class will also
be working with E.L.L. students at the Sustainability Academy at Lawrence
Barnes. Working together with these elementary school students, we will
Sophia Webb with Bhutanese Refugee engage in various projects to help the refugee community of Burlington’s Old
North End. When we run our food and clothing drive, please consider helping
out! When we are not helping children or adults learn English we will be
researching and learning about the international system of refugee
resettlement, what the challenges are for a refugee resettlement city like
Burlington, and what conditions around the world resulted in people
Katharina Thomas with
becoming refugees.
Bhutanese Refugee
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College Counseling Corner – by Sarah Soule
It’s a busy time of year for our seniors as they contemplate “life after
VCS”! The Class of 2012 are working on their application forms and meeting
with the university admission representatives who have been visiting VCS. In
addition to applying to college, our senior parents and students are contemplating the looming costs of higher education.
We’re fortunate to have the resources of Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation www.vsac.org as they provide a wealth of information to students
and parents. Beginning in early October and running until mid-November,
VSAC will be hosting a series of programs entitled Paying for College. Topics
covered include what types of financial assistance might be available to your
family, what forms you need to fill out and how to compare college costs. I
strongly encourage all of our families, not just those of the seniors, to attend
one of these workshops at a location near your home.
Upcoming dates:
10/5 Enosburg Falls HS
10/6 Champlain Valley Union HS
10/6 Colchester HS
10/18 Milton HS
10/24 Harwood UHS
10/27 Mt. Mansfield UHS
11/9 Burlington HS
11/15 South Burlington HS
Most programs begin at 6:00 p.m., but please check the VSAC website for
specific details or call the host high school for further information.

PSATs - Wednesday, October 12th
We will administer the PSATs to all 9th, 10th and 11th graders on Wednesday,
October 12th from 9-12. Regular classes will resume in the afternoon and 7th,
8th and 12th graders will have classes as scheduled. Official PSAT Student
Guides were given out to those taking the test on Monday.

E-Week Adventures En Plein Air – by Mollie Hart

En Plein Air Reception

En Plein Air Encounter Week

Our "En Plein Air/Outdoor Excursions" Encounter Week was simply a tour de
force of acrylic paints, Vermont landscapes, and technique lessons from local
artists. Painting "in the open air" at Shelburne Farms, the Intervale Center, and
the Burlington waterfront engendered in us all newfound appreciation for our
home and for our sense of place in Vermont. We enjoyed and learned from the
exhibits at aesthetically-infused, intellectual hubs such as the Shelburne
Museum, the Fleming Museum, and the Burlington City Arts Center--the
observations made in these galleries provided us with ample content
knowledge to use when speaking to critically acclaimed artists like Bonnie
Acker and Katharine Montstream. Our week culminated in an "Artist Reception"
in which we crunched on bagels and scones while viewing a showcase of our
masterfully painted visions with parents and friends.
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Common Hour with Vermont Folk Life – by Sarah Soule

Greg Sharrow interviewing
Heather Moore

On Wednesday, September 28th, Greg Sharrow, the Education Director of the
Vermont Folk Life Center in Middlebury, was our Common Hour speaker. He
shared the rich cultural history of Vermont by presenting recorded tapes of
Vermonters who had attended one room schoolhouses and had grown up on
dairy farms over 60 years ago. Greg also discussed the importance of oral
history and the 'art of interviewing' and preserving the spoken word as a
means of recording history. He interviewed our very own Heather Moore as
part of his presentation!
Parents are invited to join us for Common Hour on Wednesday, October 5th at
9:40 a.m. when each of the Encounter Week groups will be doing a
presentation to the school on their respective trips. You are welcome to join
us in the Commons Room.
This week, the Bikes and Community R&S is having a bike drive. This bike drive will
benefit the low income families and refugees of the Burlington area. No bike will be
turned down, no matter what condition it’s in! We will also accept bike parts. You can
drop your bikes in the lunchroom by the sign through October 7th. For more
information, contact Mae Kemsley (mkemsley@vermontcommons.org). Thank You!

This Week in Photos
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